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Angry or aggressive behavior acted out by a motorist is referred to as a€ceroad rage.&€« The typical
behavior includes yelling, verbal insults and threats, rude gestures and aggressive, threatening or
otherwise unsafe driving. Because of this, road rage can often cause not only verbal and physical
altercations between motorists, but also accidents on the road. These accidents often result in the
motorists involved, as well as innocent bystanders being injured or killed on the roadways.

The History of Road Rage

The term &€ceroad ragea€- originated due to a Los Angeles news broadcast discussing a series of freeway
shootings in the area that occurred from 1987 to 1988. The shootings were attributed to road rage,

which was otherwise aggressive gestures and maneuvers that were being acted out by drivers.

Traffic congestion or traffic jams are believed to be the main contributor to road rage. That said, it is
typically seen in areas with dense traffic that frequently experience slow moving traffic on freeways,
bumper to bumper traffic or completely gridlocked traffic.

The Manifestation of Road Rage

Road rage is believed to have common manifestations that include aggressive driving. Aggressive
driving is defined as accelerating or braking suddenly, tailgating, preventing other motorists from
merging, cutting off drivers, flashing lights or continuously honking the vehiclea€™s horn, driving at
excessive speeds or in the median and hitting other vehicles or intentionally causing a vehicle
collision.

Road rage also manifests as almost psychotic behavior, such as chasing motorists, yelling and
other disruptive behavior, rude gestures, verbal abuse, verbal threats, physical assault, getting out
of the vehicle to initiate a confrontation, threatening the use of a firearm or throwing objects from the
vehicle as it is moving with intent to damage another vehicle.

Implications of Road Rage

In the United States alone, there are in excess of 300 road rage cases each year that result in
fatality or serious injury to 1200 individuals on average.

Some jurisdictions differentiate aggressive driving and road rage, placing them into two separate
categories. However, only a few states in the U.S. have actually differentiated aggressive driving
from road rage. In these states, road rage is prosecuted as a typical assault and battery case, either
with a vehicle or without one. In the instance of road rage causing a death, it is charged as vehicular
homicide.

The penalties associated with road rage vary by state and even by specific jurisdiction and often
depend on the seriousness of the offense. In fact, many jurisdictions feel that it is easier to
prosecute road rage as careless or reckless driving.

Is Road Rage Considered a Medical Condition?
Believe it or not, road rage is officially considered a mental disorder and is listed in the Diagnostic

and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. After a survey performed on 9200 U.S. adults, the
manifestations that are associated with the disorder are believed to correlate with intermittent
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explosive disorder. The causes of this latter disorder, however, have not yet been detailed as of the
time of this writing.

The most road rage in the U.S. is believed to occur in New York, Detroit, Los Angeles, Atlanta,
Minneapolis/St. Paul and Dallas/Ft. Worth.

This article is brought to you by your local Soledad car accident attorney. The Simi Valley Car
Accident Attorneys at JD Law Group have settled millions of dollars worth of accident claims and
can refer you to the highest rated car accident firms anywhere in the United States in order to
maximize your settlement.

Call them today at 1-888-736- 4248 for a free consultation.

DISCLAIMER: The information provided on this website or the web site linked here in is not a
substitute for professional medical or legal advice, diagnosis or treatment. In addition, viewing the
content on these websites, requesting additional information, or transmitting information through a
contact form does not form an attorney-client relationship with the sponsoring attorney. Any results
set forth herein are based upon the facts of that particular case or scientific study and do not
represent a promise or guaranty regarding similar outcome or causes. The information on this site is
intended for educational purposes only and should never interfere with a patient/site visitor and his
or her healthcare provider. Internet subscribers or online readers should not act upon any
information contained herein without seeking professional legal and/or medical advice. This firm is
licensed to practice law only in the state of

California, but is affiliated with a network of licensed attorneys in other states. Call 911 for all

medical emergencies. Personallnjury.org and JD Law Group make no representation or warranty
regarding the accuracy, reliability, completeness, currentness, or timeliness of the content, text or
graphics. Links to other sites are provided for information only 4€” they do not constitute endorsements
of those other sites.
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This article is brought to you by the a Glendora car accident attorneys at JD Law Group. You can
contact them directly by calling 1-888-736-4248.

Article Keywords:
personal injury, law, attorney, lawyer, accidents, car accidents, legal, injury, cars, vehicle

You can find more free articles on Article Side. Sign up today and share your knowledge to the community! It is completely FREE!



http://www.articleside.com/society-articles/road-rage-history-manifestations-and-implications.htm
http://www.articleside.com
http://www.articleside.com/author/masteroftrivia2011
http://sospersonalinjury.org/glendora-car-accident-attorney/
http://www.articleside.com
http://www.articleside.com

