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Most dentists perform an oral examination of their patients to evaluate their teeth and gum health.
But some dentists also perform oral examinations to screen their patient for oral cancer. If your
dentist detects a small red or white lump in your mouth, more tests will ensue. After all, the goal of
screening is to detect oral cancer early and provide better chances for cure.

There is not a single treatment or screening process that effectively detects oral cancer at 100%
efficiency. But early detection considerably reduces the risk of the disease from advancing later on.
Moreover, your dentist can discuss with you the type of oral exam that is appropriate for you based
on your risk factors.

Oral cancer strikes approximately 34,360 Americans each year. An estimated 7,550 oral cancer
victims have died in 2007. Additionally, the number of women diagnosed with oral cancer continues
to increase because of the rising rate of female smokers. In 1950, the male and female smokers'
ratio was 6:1 respectively in contrast to 2:1 in 2002.

People who have the highest risk for oral cancer are tobacco or cigarette smokers and heavy
alcohol drinkers. Even people who have previous cancer diagnosis can be candidate for the
disease' recurrence; hence, should have oral cancer tests once in a while. Early detection of cancer
symptoms for these patients will provide better chances for cure in contrasts to a tumor or infection
which has already spread out.

Screening for oral cancer in an office of a dentist Randolph area residents go to typically starts
when he or she examines a patient's mouth for any red or white patches or sores. These signs are
considered as warnings for severe mouth problems that may occur later on. Hence, these sores or
lumps may need further test if they've developed in unusual lump form.

Although most lumps are noncancerous, an oral exam cannot readily determine which lumps are
cancerous or not. Hence, if the dentist Randolph NJ residents trust think that you have an unusual
mouth sore or lump; the only way to confirm if it cancerous is through biopsy. The process starts by
removing a sample lump or sore and take it to the laboratory for screening.

Additionally, oral screen test includes rinsing a blue dye. A Randolph dentist will see which part of
the mouth turns blue after rinsing it with an oral solution. Abnormal cells are usually detected in the
area were blue stains are left. A downside of this though is that the process only detects cancer in
advance stages and not in its early or mid stages. You can consult your dentist for more details and
option for oral cancer screening.
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